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others narrow and elongate. Some have abbreviated elytra
and resemble Staphylinids, others have only the last two
segments exposed, while others again have complete elytra.
The head is usually of moderate size. The antennae bear a
club, in some species round and compact, in others rather loose
and oval. The thorax closely fits the elytra in the majority
of cases. There are five visible ventral segments. The legs
are short, stout, and in some species retractile. The tarsi are
in nearly all cases five-jointed; but the posterior tarsi of the
males of the tribe Ehizophagina are four-jointed.
The larvae, several species of which have been described by
Ferris, etc., are elongate, with a smallish head and short
antennae. They more or less taper towards the apex, and have
the last segment furnished with a pair of hooks. The legs are
short. They are found in many situations : in flowers, on the
parts of which they feed, in carcasses of animals, in rubbish
or faggots and many other places. The adults likewise have
the same diversity of habit, and occur in a variety of situations :
at sap of trees, among bones, in rotting fruit, or on flowers,
and the members of one genus (Amphotis) dn ants' nests. Many
act as scavengers, while others live on fresh food.
The family has been monographed in part by Murray
(Trans. Linn. Soc. xxiv) and by Reitter (Verh. Ver. Brunn.
xii). Fowler has written on the general characteristics of
the family in the Entom. Month. Mag., vols. xxi and xxii.
Grouvelle lists the species in the Berlin Catalogue.
There are ninety-two British species (Fowler).
The family cannot be said to be of economic importance,
although members of the genus Carpophilus have been found
among grain and dried fruits, and Meligethes ceneus in the
flowers of mustard, rape, and tobacco.
CUCTJJIDJE.
Small, flat. Antennae eleven-jointed. Tarsi four- or
five-jointed. Pronotum often laterally toothed.
A family of some 450 species, distributed over the greater
part of the world. The 'majority of them are quite small
insects, but a few attain to more moderate size. In form they